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Hello Friends, 
here’s how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends!. 


Al 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


credit card. c! 
If you haven't got ont pANt 
all your copies of 

Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after 
that. Each part with a video 
costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video 
parts at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back num- 
bers from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern 
Mail Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the 
cover price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (mini- 
mum 12 parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every 
fourth part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 5 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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Winning at cards 


COLOUR IT IN 
Owl in a fix! 


IN ISSUE 118 

TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
Bully enlists the help of an 
enormous town rat to put 
his evil plan into action. HOW TO DRAW 

Hollow's a bit tactless at 
times, but he’s got a good 
heart and Owl likes him! 


ALL ABOUT...Brown bears 
Bears use their teeth and 
paws to catch salmon. 
SECRET WORLD OF... 
The Russian taiga 
Arctic hares, Sables and 
Grey wolves make their 
home in this vast forest. 


CHRONICLE 48 
Badger’s exclusive on a 
pitcher plant revolt in 
Borneo, south-east Asia. 


PUZZLE IT OUT 

Piglet is playing games in 
the cornfield with Fido and 
Cleo. You can join in, too. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Birthday cards and gift tags 
will never be the same again 
with your bear stencil! 
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plan 


Fox had been thinking long and hard after 
the animals’ last attack on the rats had 
failed. He decided to call a meeting to talk 
about what to do next and got Dash to round 
everyone up quickly. 
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“Thank you all for coming,” said Fox as the 
animals arrived one by one. When they had 
settled down in the burrow, Vixen announced 
that Fox had a plan. “About time,” interrupted 
a disgruntled rabbit. 


“A plan that can’t fail,” said Vixen. “It’s very 
simple,” added Fox. “We will continue our 
night-time raids on the rats’ headquarters, 
but we'll take all the rats we kill and drop 
them in front of the Warden’s cottage.” 


“Yeah,” joined in Toad, “he'll get rid of the 
rats for us. Brilliant!” Spike listened carefully. 
Soon everyone was convinced that the plan 
would work, so Fox put Plucky in charge of 
the operation and the meeting broke up. 


Everyone gathered round as Fox explained 
his plan further. “When he finds them in the 
morning, he’ll realize there is a rat problem 
in the Park and he’ll do something about it. 
I’m sure he will.” 


Meanwhile, Bully was taking a long bath 

in the pond. “I do enjoy my bathtimes,” he 
exclaimed to Nat, who was scrubbing his arm. 
“T’m very clean. It’s not true what that fox 
says about me. I hate him.” 


Just then, Bully heard a noise. It was Spike, | When Bully reappeared, he was furious. Spike 


hiding under the water. He was trying to had told him what the animals planned to do. 
attract Bully’s attention. Bully realized Spike “That manky old fox thinks he’s got a plan, 
had some news and dived to the bottom of does he?” screamed Bully. “Well, nothing’s 

the pond to join him. going to stop us. Doesn’t matter what they do!” 


Early next morning, Plucky and Dash hidin _—_ Plucky decided to take a closer look, but on 
the bushes near to the Warden’s cottage. They his way he bumped into Rollo. “Don’t be 
saw him throwing the dead rats into a big frightened,” woofed Rollo, “I love foxes.” 
sack. “Horrible, dirty, nasty rats,” he muttered “Oh yes,” said Plucky, “and what are you?” 
as he cleared them up. 


“Me? Oh, I’m a useless, hairy lump,” replied Plucky tried to make sense of Rollo’s ramblings. 
Rollo. “I was a weaseldog but I drowned, and “So you’re the Warden’s dog now?” he asked. 
because I stole the farmer’s dinner, he chained Rollo nodded. “Do you think the Warden will 
me up with his pig. But my howling made it do something about the rats that are still alive? 
lose weight, so he gave me to the Warden.” The Park is full of them,” Plucky continued. 
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Rollo thought for a moment and then said, 
“But he doesn’t know that, does he?” Plucky 
gasped, “Erm... no, that’s right. I suppose he 
doesn’t.” So Rollo suggested that they leave 
a trail of dead rats leading back to the Park. 


But when he looked round, Plucky had gone. 
“T’ve had no friends since I was a weaseldog,” 
Rollo howled, “I do miss them!” Just then the 
Warden stomped past. “Shut that racket up,” 
he shouted, “daft, great lump of a dog!” 


“The snakes were in your chamber,” replied 
Brat, “looking for you with their poisonous 
fangs.” “Every night, every morning, every 
afternoon,” snarled Bully, “snakes on my tail.” snake hunting and... snake killing!” 


“Excellent,” said Plucky, “a trail leading right 
up to the rats’ headquarters. He’ll pick them 
up one at a time and it will lead him right to 
the heart of the problem.” Rollo was pleased. 
He thought he had made a new friend. 


Later that afternoon a storm broke. Bully 
clung to the rock outside his headquarters, 
brooding as the thunder roared and the rain 
pelted down. “Have those horrible snakes gone 
yet?” he asked Brat, grimly. 


Bully’s anger was mounting but, like Fox, he 
too had a plan. “I know what we need,” he 
hissed, “a raiding party of my biggest rats for 


Next week: Bully’s revenge. 


All About... 


66Well, hello there. I'm Boa constrictor. Lots of 
people are frightened of snakes, but you don't need 
to be afraid of me. I'm not a poisonous snake at 
all and very unlikely to do you any harm. In fact, | 
spend my days coiled up quietly on the ground or in ‘ & eo 
the branches of a tree. I'm quite a large snake (up ] 
to 4m long) but by no means the biggest member of 
the boa family, which includes up to 100 different 
species. That prize goes to the Anaconda which can 
be as much as 10m long. Us large boas have few 
natural enemies, although we have to watch out for 
you humans. In the past, you have killed us for our 
skin and captured us to sell as pets.99 


However, colour and skin patterns have an important 
Central and South America, although a few of us purpose for all snakes - they act as camouflage. My 


We boas are found mostly in the rainforests of 


markings allow me to lie hidden among the leaves of 
the forest floor or go unnoticed in the branches of a 
markings on my body but not all boas are quite tree. Often they help me to get a meal too, because 
as impressive as | am. The Rubber boa which when | lie very still my prey comes within easy reach, 
lives in North America is usually just plain brown. without even realizing that | am there. 


also live in Africa, Asia and some islands in the 
indian ocean. As you can see, | have beautiful 


Like all snakes, this Green tree 
boa’s skin is made up of hundreds 
of overlapping scales. When it has 
a large meal, the scales stretch 
apart, helping it to take its food in 
whole. Many people imagine that a 
snake’s skin is slimy to touch but, 
in fact, it is dry and often quite 
smooth. We boas also have very 
tiny ridges running along our scales 
but you might not be able to notice 
them. These ridges reflect the light 
and make us shimmer among the 
trees. Although we have eyes on 
either side of our head, giving us a 
wide field of vision, we cannot 
focus very well. We are good at 
detecting movements but we 
cannot see things clearly unless 
they are very close. 


MSE WY PANE 


Boas belong to a large family of snakes that also 
includes many species of python. The two groups are 
quite similar in appearance and behaviour, but pythons 
are found mainly in Asia and Australia, while boas are 
mostly from South America. One difference between 
pythons and boas is that pythons lay eggs while boas 
give birth to live young. This Reticulated python from 
Malaya is one of the largest snakes in the world — like 
the Anaconda, some individuals can reach a length of 
10m. It grows very rapidly in the first few years of its life. 
At the age of four it may already be 3m long but it will 
probably take another 30 years to then double its 
size. Like boas, pythons have muscular bodies 
which makes many of them good climbers. They 
can coil their body around a branch so tightly that 


they have no fear of falling off. 


Not all boas are large snakes living in rainforests. 

In desert areas of Africa and Asia there are some 
smaller relatives of the boas called Sand boas. 
Usually less than a metre in length, they spend most 
of their time burrowing through the sand. Sand boas 
don’t look much like their larger relatives. They have 
small heads and very poor eyesight, which is the 
result of a largely underground way of life. Sand boas 
feed mostly on small desert mammals, such 

as rats and mice. 


All About... 


Capturing prey 


66We boas are specialist hunters, preying 
on a wide variety of animals, including 
lizards, birds, mammals and other small 


species of snakes. The largest Anacondas 


can catch and eat mammals as big as 
pigs and deer but most of us don’t grow 


Anacondas usually live along the banks of murky 
pools and rivers. They prey on animals and birds 
that come to the water’s edge to drink but will also 
eat fish. The Anaconda usually lies in wait for its 
victim in the water. It can only remain submerged 
(underwater) for 10 minutes at a time so you may 
well see its head poking out as it glides along in 
search of prey. When an unsuspecting animal comes 
its way, the Anaconda strikes, coiling its body around 
the victim, dragging it below the surface of the water 


When I’ve caught my prey, 

| first bite it to get a firm grip on 
it. Then | coil my muscular body 
around it, tighter and tighter until 
the animal can no longer breathe 
and dies. That’s why I’m called a 
Boa constrictor - because | 
constrict, or squeeze, my prey. 
Once my prey is dead, | eat it. 
My jaws are elastic and hinged, 


big enough to catch such large prey. 
Instead we feed on small birds and 
rodents, such as mice and agoutis.99 ~ 4 


so | can open my mouth very 
wide. This allows me to swallow 
my prey whole. The muscles in 
my body then contract to help 
me take in the food more easily. 
If | have swallowed a large 
mammal there may be a big 
bulge in my body for several 
days while | digest it. After a 
meal like this I’m not hungry for 
a long time and | may go without 
food for several weeks before 
capturing something else to eat. 


and then suffocating it. 


Like other snakes, my 
cousin, the Rainbow 
boa, uses its forked 
tongue to get information 
about its surroundings. 
When it flicks its tongue 
in and out of its mouth, 
it picks up particles (tiny 
bits) of scent from the 
air and ground. These 
particles are then carried 
on its tongue to an organ 
in the top of its mouth 
which identifies them. This 
means the boa can detect 
the scent of its prey and 
follow it. | suppose you 
could say that it uses its 
tongue a little bit like a 
mammal uses its nose. 
We boas also have 
another way to find prey, 
though. Our top jaws are 
lined with special scales 
which detect heat. So 

we can sense when a 
warm-blooded animal, 
such as a mouse or a 

bird, is nearby and be 
ready to pounce. 


SHEDDING SKIN 

A boa continues to grow for many years. During 
this time, it will shed the outer layer of its skin a 
number of times. This is called moulting. It needs 
to do this because this top layer of skin is dead 
and has stopped growing. Just before moulting 
the snake is less active than usual and its eyes 
become clouded. Then it rubs itself against a 


rough surface, such as the branch of a tree. (Some 
species of snake go into the water first to make 
their skin softer). Soon the skin splits, usually 
around the head, and the snake can crawl oui. 

The new shiny scales on the snake’s body make it 
look very brightly coloured at first. In contrast, the 
old skin looks like paper and is almost transparent. 


Who's behind the badger and 
mole masks? There's a great 
story for you this week — how 
about sending a few more in. 


Joan 


= 


Sarah Parker, aged 11 


FOX NEEDS HELP 
One day Fox was sent out walking and he said 
“| think | shall have a drink.” But when he came 
to the pond it had frozen up. He asked Heron 
to fly up and land on the ice heavily, so he did 
but it didn’t work. So Fox went up to another 
part of the pond. He asked all the frogs to jump 
on it together and try to break the ice. This time 
the ice cracked but no one could fit their head 
in the crack. Fox said to himself, “Why don’t | 
get White Stag to do it for me?” So he did. This 
time his plan worked and he had a drink. He 
said to himself, “What a hard day’s work.” 


8-YEAR-OLD JACK WOODS SENT IN THIS STORY. 


Fox is quick, 

And Badger’s not thick, 

But Adder is sneaky and sly. 

The Rabbits are frightened, 

In case Adder bites them, 

So they’re glad when they’re home 
safe and dry! 


Marie Cameron, aged 8 


Sharon Edwards, a a 2 rs Sant = A 


THIS WORDSEARCH WAS SENT IN BY ALEX THOMAS, AGED 8. 
THERE ARE 10 WORDS TO FIND BUT ONE OF THEM ISN’T A 
FARTHING WOOD CHARACTER. CAN YOU FIND HIM AS WELL? 
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There's a £5 
gift voucher for 
evorything we print 
on this page- 


Secret World of.(ag j 


A 
THE AMAZON RIVER 


66The mighty Amazon River 
is 6,437km long, making it the 
second longest river in the 
world (the Nile is the longest). 
It flows slowly in most places, 
through South America from high 
up in the cold Andes mountains in Peru, 
down into the warmer lowland basin in 
Brazil. Down in the basin you’ll find a huge 
_Nariety of fish, birds and other animals. 
Some, like the caimans, slip in and out of 
the water while others, like the Arapaimas 
and piranhas, never come to land. There’s no 
P - 


shortage of plant life around the river either; 
along the banks are vast areas of tropical 
rainforest. Some trees grow right next to the 
river, their roots submerged in the water. In the 
rainy season, the water surrounds these trees 
to form flooded forests called ‘igapo’. 


Eel’s Challenge: Capybaras are brown 
rodents with blunt snouts. How many can 
you see in and around the river? 


Secret World of. 


The female Surinam toad never 
leaves her unhatched young 
unattended — she can’t, because 

the eggs are carried on her back 
and held in place by a flap of oN 
thick skin which grows _ 
over them. After 2-3 
months the young 
toads emerge, 

already independent. 


You should be able to spot six 
Capybara in and around the river. 


The large, flat leaves of the Giant water lily measure up 
to almost 2m across and float on the surface of the water. 
They have ribs underneath which make the leaves strong 
enough to support the weight of the Terecay turtles who 
like to live on them. 


The Arapaima is one of the 
largest freshwater fishes in the 
world. It is at least 3m long and 
200kg in weight. Unlike most fish, it can 
breathe fresh air and about every 12 minutes 
it will come to the surface of the water 
to take a deep breath. 


There are many 
stories about piranhas eating 
people but, in fact, most will settle for a 
meal of fish, fruit, seeds or insects. However, these 
fish do have razor-sharp teeth and often swim along in very 
large groups, looking out for food. Such a group can 
reduce the body of a large, dead animal to 
bones within minutes. 


The world’s largest rodent is the 
Capybara, which can be over a metre in 
length and weigh up to 54kg. It is 
sometimes known as a water pig, 
because its clawed feet 
and stout body P 
resemble those 44 
ofapig.ltisa ¢ 
very strong 
swimmer, which ‘ 
is useful when 
a caiman is on 
the look out for a 
quick meal. 


When they’re not in the water, Spectacled 
caimans can be seen basking in the sun on 
the Amazon riverbank. They are closely 
related to crocodiles and have similarly 
sharp teeth and strong jaws. They 
have a bony ridge between 
their eyes which is said 
to look like a pair of 
spectacles — that’s how 
they get their name! 


The Arrau side-necked turtle 
doesn’t have an easy life. Only 5% 

of young turtles emerge safely from 
their eggs and make it to adult 
feeding grounds; the remainder are 
eaten by predators. The adults fall 
victim to human hunters, who also 
steal unhatched eggs. This species is 
now protected but it is still quite rare. 


The rainforests of the world provide a ready-made 
food larder for the animals that live there. Nuts, 
fruit and seeds are all plentiful and some of them 


are delicious for humans, too! 
Da 7) 
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JUNGLE FRUIT SALAD 


Some exotic rainforest fruits are now available in 
supermarkets. Here is a delicious suggestion for 
making a refreshing fruit salad. It would be great for 
a summer picnic or party. 


You will need: 

1 passion fruit, 1 guava, 2 bananas, 1 mango, 

1 pineapple (or a tin of chunks), 2 oranges, small 
bunch of grapes, 100ml orange juice, teaspoon, 
bowl, knife and chopping board. 


4 Wash all the fruit thoroughly. 
Get an adult to cut each fruit in 

half. Scoop out any seeds with a 
spoon and put them to one side. 


2 Ask an adult to skin the fruit and chop it 
up. Put it all into a bowl. Stir it together and 
add the orange juice. Cover it and put it in the 
fridge for half an hour before you eat it. 


Look at your leftover seeds — 
to see if they are different 
shapes and colours. Save 
them to make the jungle 
jewellery on the next page. 


FOREST FOODS 


You may have some 


seeds in your home! 
Coffee, black beans, 


\ Pyainforest peans and 
AY \ 


ima beans and brazil 


nuts all come from 


)f_places with hot 
) jungles. 
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TASTY DRINK 
South American 
Indians grow a 
vegetable called 
mandioca, which 
looks like a long 
potato. They boil 
and mash it, then 
mix it with spit to 
make a drink. 


Ue 


HOME-GROWN 
Rainforest people 
often plant and grow} 
their own food. 
These are usually 
starchy things such 
as sweet potatoes, 
maize and a kind of 
root called cassavat | 
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You will need: 

fruit seeds, e.g. from a melon or a pumpkin, coloured 

\ 0 pulse beans such as dried black beans or kidney 
beans, Polyfilla, circle of card about 6cm across, 

4\ \ scissors, strong thread and needle. 


3 Press the seeds and 

pulses into the Polyfilla to 
make a pattern you like. 
Let the medallion 
dry overnight. 


WORLD FOOD 


The food you buy in a supermarket 
comes from all over the world. See 
if you can find at least one food 
that comes from each continent - 
it might help to make notes the 
next time you go shopping! 


1 Wash the seeds thoroughly and spread them 


] © out on a tray to dry. You could leave them in the sun 
fo 


or put them in a warm airing cupboard overnight. 


ZS 


ZAN 2 Make a hole in the top 
of the card circle as shown. 
DO Get an adult to mix up 
some Polyfilla and spread 
@ it in a thin layer over the 
“ card circle. Poke through 
a the Polyfilla with a pencil 
Z and leave it there to keep ( 
the hole open. 
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Now make your jungle 
medallion into an earring 
or a necklace. 


To make an earring, loop 
wool through the hole in 
your medallion and hang 
it over your ear. 


GOING BANANAS 


Bananas were first grown in Asia, but these days 
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get to your local supermarket. 


To make a necklace, 
take a needle and a long 
length of cotton. Carefully 
thread on the dried melon 
seeds and tie the ends 
together. Then take a 
small piece of cotton and 
thread it through the hole 
in the medallion to make 
a small loop. Tie it round 
the thread with the melon 
seeds on it to complete 
your necklace. 


Local plantation workers climb 
up the banana trees and pick off 
the fruit while it is still green. 
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If you like, paint the ©» 
medallion brightly and e 
varnish it. You could IZA 
even spray it gold to 

make it look valuable! \ 
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many of the bananas we eat come from plantations 
in South America. In fact, Brazil is the largest single 
producer of this popular fruit. This is how the bananas 


The bananas are then packed 
up into crates and put into 
refrigerated lorries to be 
transported around the world. 


You will need: 

paper, felt-tips, map of the world (look in an atlas 
for one which shows all seven continents; you could 
trace it or ask an adult to photocopy it for you). 


Put the names of the continents on your map. Then 


draw and colour in small pictures of the foods you 
have found. Cut them out and stick them on the map. 


tea 


Here are some foods for 
your map. Try to find out 
where they came from. 


By the time the bananas have 


reached our supermarket shelves, 
the skins have usually turned 
yellow, the flesh inside is soft and 
sweet and they are ready to eat. 
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laying cards. Each 
me, st. He became 
til, finally, he stood up and 

ting, I’m not playing 


,” Spike and Brat chorused. 
would 


other 


r 
first time, an e 


° Pe + wl a inde t.. Ss 
it got wider. But after he had won 
in a row, a dark frown clouded hi 


cheating again!” he screamed, wildly. 
“Otherwise, | wouldn't be winning all the time!” 


The two rats looked 
quite helpless. “We can’t 
they said and shri it 


HIDDEN CARDS 


her, feeling 


he 
n ot! 
a yi 


) any thit 1g right!” 
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FIND THE WORD 

First find the objects that appear twice. Then 
take the first letters of the objects that remain 
and rearrange them to form a word that rhymes 
with ‘card’. - 


qahswer = 


oO d RAT WORDS : 
I § 2» 5 2 All the words below contain the word ‘rat’. 
# 
or 5 a2 a Fe Use the clues below to work out what these | 
er: o S words are. 
e ene =& + = 
§ FES . =f. & at cP 
= 88# > we § 1 A huge box to pack things in. -rat- 
re =< o~ 
g | Bea gs 23 8 2 A baby’s toy. Rat ~~ - 
ES ofS mgHe O% 3 Being thankful. - rat- - - - 
££ 9 - = : 
ywos2ense 22655 22% 4 Parties are held to --- — — rat - 
Wel S558 Qaizsraezo a birthday. 
EY Pees esag pe eH ee 5 The mouth of a volcano. - rat - - 
Parsee seats baosse ss 6 What you use to shred cheese. - rat - - 
Pec Pees i Ot eze eae gosh ibn eee 
*Cszeaane Rs Ew 2 eok Os - 1. ae 


GARD TRICK 


The preparation is the most important part 
of this card trick. Without it, the trick won't 
work. Take the 13 cards shown below and 
place them face up on the table in the order 
we have used here. 


@ Let your audience look at the cards. @ Tell your audience that you 
Then bring them together into a pile are going to spell out the 

and put them face down on the table. numbers on the cards in order 
Make sure the cards do not get mixed starting with ACE. The card you 
up when you do this. turn over next will be the one 
you have just spelt out. 


4 


3 Take a card from the top 
of the pile without showing it 
to anyone and say ‘A’. Then 
put it at the bottom of the 
pack. Take the next card, 
say ‘C’, and put that at the 
bottom. Do the same with 
the next card, saying ‘E’. 


@ Turn up the next 
(fourth) card and put it 
face up on the table. It 
will be the ace. Put it to 
one side. 


§ Keep spelling out the 
numbers in order (from 
two onwards) turning up the 
cards as you go. Don’t 
forget that after TEN come 
JACK, QUEEN, KING. Good 
luck! 
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